Science – Grade 7









Name:

Mr. Carl Love










Date:
OneWorld Project
Desktop Publishing and the Environment
To start - you must research a country and find some environment issues associated with it.
May of this year is our school’s environmental focus month and it is an Area of Interaction.  I want you to prepare a 2 page newsletter on Publisher highlighting some environmental issues associated with a particular country.  Highlight what the country does, does not do, solutions, impact (even around the world), etc.  You should probably be able to find at least 3 sources of different information for your country to make this a good project.
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Moacion it e
‘ome Taylor may be the most
famous — and in some circles
infamous — environment
: minister in Alberta history
“The 57-year-old Cypress-Medicine
Hat MLA faughs offthe suggestion,
but with justover a year on the job he
has been a fixture in the national
media and a lightning rod for
eriicism from environmentalists
“We're dealing with high-profile
fssues and I think it doesn't matter
who would be here becatse it isue
driven, clearly. And then | manage to
sy few things that help o drive the
 lasues as well he says with a
© chuckle
‘When Taylor moved from the
ministry of science, innovation and
* research in March of 2001 aftet the
Progressive Conservatives'landslide
e-electior
ministry had bee
a departmental reorganizat
Yot those controversial issues and
nature have kept
e spotight
e has served as point
Atbort it agains
government's intentions {0 ratty (e
Protocol, the iniernational
iobal warining
hat callsfor cent ¢
greenhouse cmissions (ro
levels by 20062012
“Thls week, Taylor pulled Al
outof the foderal consultatio
process on Kyoto after is alerr
plan was rejected
On water, Taylor gave the go-ahead
102 pre-feasibility siudy for the
controversial Meri

moving into 4

He ordered the development of a
water strategy for the province and
sirred up criticism by saying issues
such as the transfer of water from
northern Alberta to the south would
beon the tabie.

"And he atiracted national attention
once more when he debated Robert F
KennedyJr. on the issue of hog barns,
defending Alberta as free from
factory farm operations.

For environmentalists, Taylor's
record i about defending business
and the Alberta economy and not
protecting the environment.

“He's not following the mandate of
environmental protection ... Lorne
Taylor is not environment minister to
what everyone associates with the
environment minister, he's minister
of development.” says Dennis
Baresco, the Medicine Hat-based
president of the Federation of Alberta
Naturalists.

“Taylor, who has called some.
environmental groups “nutcases.”
sees it differently however, He says
his philosophy i (o bring a balance
between the economy and the
environment.

“I'm not afraid to say things that
arentt necessarily politicall correct
I'm not concerned about political
correctness, I'm concerned about
getting the job done,” he says.

“Rurban” roots

. “Taylor credits his blunt talk in part
10 his background.

He grew up in Medicine Hat while
also spending time on the family
ranch outside the city

“My dad was always in the cattle
business. He had a feediot and w
il 0 this day have the Medicine Hat

‘ompany out past the

Feeding

irport, which is auction
market” he says.
‘After graduating from Medicine

Hat High School in 1963, Taylor
married his wife Lois a year late: The
couple eventually had four daughters
who are now adults. 3
‘Attending the University of Calgary
Taylor ultimately gained his
doctoraie in educational psychology.
He then embarked on an academic
career which took him (0 university
posts in Australla, Newfoundland and

Saskatchewan
70 thrmoh b rermed 10

southeastern Alberta and the family
cattle business.

“If{ had gone straight from being
an into politics, I'm not
sure | would have that. I walked

around in manure for 13 years, which
is great training to be a politician.” he

quips.

“Taylor's frst dip into politics'came
at the locallevel, where he served as
trustee and chair of Medicine Hat
School District No. 76 from 1969 1o
1993,

Dallas Miller, a prominent Hat
lawyer and Tory activist got 10 know
Taylor during this period and
eventually came to see him as an
ideal ‘rurban” candidate for the new
riding of Cypress-Medicine Hat.
which contained both rural ane
urban sect

“He was bright and articulate and
could talk to farmers and
professionals with equal eas
M

says

Taylor was new to party politics
‘and Miller helped him to learn the
Tory ropes, eventually serving as
campaign manager in all three of his
election victories.

In the 1993 provincial election, the
st with Reiph Klein at the party’s
0, Taylor was delivered (o
Edmonton in a strong victory with
nearly 50 per cent of the vote

As the new government embarked
n massive cutbacks to curb the
gavernment deficit. Taylor was part of
 group of backbenchers known as
the Deep Six which called on the
government to maintain a tough
course on fiscal responsibility

Miller says Taylor s a social
conservative who believes in hard
work. education, traditional family
values and

While Taylor has always been
outspoken, says Miller, he has.
maintained a strong political sense.

I his first term he had the guts to
1ake on the issue of tax-funded
abortions. | was there when the
pressure was againsi him. He had
everybody from the establishment,
the cabinet, caucus, the premier’s
office, going against him..... 1 saw
him standing an his convictions but
‘when it didn't go his way he didni't
take his balls and go home. he stuck
it out,” he says.

In 1999, after a second election
victory two years earlier, that political
sense paid off with an appolntment
10 the provincial cabinet as
Innovation minister

Nutcases versus

a walking disaster

Taylorsays the science ninistry
suited his academic and
he was surprised when Klein asked
hirm to move 1o environment.

‘Many i the environmental
movernent who had dealt with Taylor
before shared his surprise, greeting his
appointment with trepidation.

CiffWalls i president of the Alberta
Wilderness Association — the group
Taylor called “nutcases” last
December

"Walis,who described Taylor i turm
52 “walking disaster” says the
minister has lived down o

ttions.

1 don think be’slooking after the
environment,{ think that's the biggest
problem. He' advocaring for
everything ks, jobs, the econormy.
‘Theres lots of other ministers that do
s should do that in the cabiet
bt ik his job sh

vocie for environmental
protection,” says Wallisfrom Calgary

0% a critcism of Tylor commn
Ihroughou the environmental
movement in the province.

There s a difference of opinion
{hough, on how much it matters who
scrves s environment miister in a
pro-business governmen that brags
about s bottom line.

Baresco says s important to
emmermber that Tayor s performing in
the way wanted by Klein and the
cabine

T

‘s well suited for what he's

As Aberia's envirorment minster, Lorme Taylo has been st il the national spolfiht,but ot aways being seen i a avourale I
Numerous envitonmsntal roups have cricized i fordelending business overthe environment. bu as ha sticks by his convictons ivod
each fight, he has 8k ganed a rumber of alles

doing” he says

I there was an environmental
minister who 100k his job seriously in
protecting the envimnment. hed be
fone”

In fact Taylor may even serve an
important political ol for the
government as the person who takes
the heat on environmental issues
instead of the premier and other
MLAS. says Barysco,

But Walls says it marters a great deal
who has the envirorment portfolia

“Both because of the leadership role
they can play in cabinet as well as to
the public. And sometimes you have to
make hard decisions and get a good
debate gping, We've had people like
{current Heaith Minister) Gary Mar
weho  think were clearly more friendly
10 the environmen. he says.

Taylorsays personality plays a part
i the job. But his handling of the
portfolio isentirely reflective of the:
government

“Anything you see me talking about
‘publicly. ke our pasition on climate
change, or our position on what we're
g0ing 1o do with our water strategy.
that has been gpproved by caucus
before | put it out there,” he says.

believes that Taylor has freelanced on
a few issues, namely the Meridian
'Dam — which wasrejected as 100
costly —and the notion of interbasin
water transfers — shot down by the
premier and the public:

“Clearly hewas isolated there.” she
says from Rocky Mountain House.

Kyoto conflict

‘While water has been a huge issue,
global and the Kyoto accord
have thrust Taylorsquarey into the
national

“The minister has been outspoken in
the belielthat raifing Kyoto willcause:
immense damage to the Alberta
economy, which i heavily-dependent
on the energy sector

‘Astudyreleased by the provinee in
February estimated the potential
damage to the Ganadian economy
could be as highas $40 bllion.

The federal gover
four optionsfoFrat
volve different ¢
easures suehs s ions irding,
tax changes and targeicd investments
in energy efficency and clean energy
projects.

In response, Taylor released an
Alberta plan ot reducing emissions
usng newtechnology, industrial sector
agreements and an extended timeline:

"'s o plan that s real tagets It
over aongeetive e but ol
15 10 where weeed o get and make a
real differenceor climate change. It s
ot Kyoto andwe will ncver accepta
Kyoto dmeline because al that does s
Foing 10 force €0 panes to buy

emission credits, i will bea iass
wealth transfe from Alberta and
Canada to other countries” says Taylor

But groups such as the Pembina
institute and the David Suzuki
Foundation take aim at Albe
posiion, saying the govermment is
gnoring the econormic beefits of
compliance and the threat global
warming poses to the province through
drought

They say Albertss plan s unfeasibie
without mandatory action and that
emissions would actually contne to
increase.

Federal environment minister David
Anderson rjected making the Alberta
plan partof the consultation process on
¥yo

In turn. Taylor esigned Alberta’s
position ofco-char of the process and
hreatened a constitutional challenge
toimplementation of the protocol.

Walls believes the.
confrontational path pursued by Taylor
and the provincial governiment has eft
tstanding alone.

“In the national context, | think
Alberta islargely irrelevang no matter
how much they scream o6 ... in the
end the national government, withthe *
supportof the other provinces, s ging
1o someplace else.” he says.

Powerful allies

But while the Kyoto batile has put
Tayorinthe croshais ofthefederal
‘government, environmental groups
‘and many in the Canadian publicwho
support ratification, he and the

also have many friends n the

Groups such as the Canadian
Chamber of Commerce and the
Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters
have put out their own muld-billion
dolla scenarios about Kyoto's cost.

Pierre Alvarez, president of the
Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers, says Taylor has been good
about consulting with the energy
industry and serves as astrong
advocate of Alberta’ interests.

“1think Alberta i to be congratulated
for doing what they have done.... here
‘weare rushing towards a deadline for

ratification, none of them acceptable (0
the ol and gas industry What Ministes

1ostarta real dialogue, and | think
there are some attractive features,”says
Alvarez from the organization's Calgary
headquarters.

“The Canadian Alliance, the offcial
Opposition in Ottawa, has also made
Kyoto a major issue and has sauted the

erta plan as the best option put
forward so far

Since 1993, Medicine Hat MP Monte
Salberg has represented much of the
same area in Ottawa that Taylor does in
Edmonton.

“Inthe end. | think Lorme’s going
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be proven eight The targets o
government has set via Kyolo are ust
Completely unrealstc.” says Solberg;

Almost famous

Sulberg says there's no doub that
taylor has gained a significant nationa)
profile from the Kyoto debate.

THe's well-kniown and probably not
very well-liked by sorme people,” he
says with a laugh

‘Because hes aniculated Albertal
position very well hes gained th
grudging respect of peaple in Ottawa.|

The way Lorne speaks reflects his
riding and reflects Alberta in general
Though Lorme i very plain-spoken,
people shouldn't mistake that for beingl
Somcone who snt sophisticated.”

Taylor says he doesiit mind what
buthe snt

people say about his
seeking atenion
We have an agenda, we're dealing
with some (mporiant ssues. | wantto
make a difference and I'm very action-
oriented and  push on issues, he says|

But criticism of him for putting the
economy fist s misguided, says Taylor

“What I say isthat there’ a balance.
There's s myth that some:
environmental groups perpeuate that
you cant have  healthy economy and
healthy environment. One requires the
other .. countries, European
countries, North American countries,
that have health economies, that have
the highest GDP per capita, have the
healthiest environment,” he says.

Baresco though believes t s
and theAlberta government that
the wrong dea about the rlationship
between the economy and the
environment

“Ithink he feels there’sthis eal push.
‘and shove between the environment
and the economy, like ifyou've got one
you canlt have the other, whichs reall
Halse. I you want polluting industries,
yeah, that goes up against the
‘environment, but it easy to merge the.
twa. he says.

Yet it appears that the jousting match
between Albertas environment
minister and the province’
environmental movement worit end
anytime soon
lr says he hopes Klein will 8y
on s premier o the next election
g hat b o aimbitiors 06

Hewo
current positon, wh
down somewha in ¢
says.

“Tve had my head so focused on
water and Kyota | eally want 0 move
o tegultory sieamlining once | can
gt past this. | hope in another sxto |
eight months | can start moving my
head onto other issues”

“I've expressed that o the premiier
and at the cabinet tabi. Ive gotlots
do'in this ministry and 14 ke t0 st
Touryears 1 eally enjoy it™

ke 10 stay on in s
h may even ool
wes ahead, he




2 pages long
· use lots of visual aids

· have a table of contents
· make sure it is not too crowded or too empty

· use font size 10-12 for regular text
· be comfortable with the words you write – make sure they are your own
· use at least 3 sources, print them out first before Mr. Love can reserve your country
· if you can relate it to something we have studied in class – AWESOME!
· Spelling and grammar does count!

Assessment

You will be assessed using MYP criterions ‘One World’ and ‘Communication’

	Level
	One World

Criterion A
	Communication

Criterion B

	1-2
	I explained a little bit about why this condition is important and how it affects the country and our world.
	My newsletter is simply and easy to understand.  I use some correct science vocabulary some of the time.  

	3-4
	I explain most all of the main points about how the condition affects the country.  I explain how this is different from other parts of the world.
	My newsletter covers all of the basics well, I use simple pictures, charts and diagrams to explain.

	5-6
	I explain with detail, how the environment affects the overall state of the country (good and bad), it’s past, it’s future, how to make it better (solutions) and perhaps relate it to other parts of the world.   
	My newsletter clearly explains my environmental topics VERY well, even the more complex parts.  I use a variety of challenging vocabulary and good visuals including charts, graphs, pictures and diagrams.  All of my information is very accurate and detailed.


